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The Lost Treasure of Tuckernuck 
Emily Fairlie 

1. Eighty years ago, the first principal of Tuckernuck issued a challenge to all students. What was the 
challenge? 
 The challenge was to unravel a puzzle and find a treasure.  

2. What classroom job did Laurie get at Tuckernuck School? 
Laurie got gerbil duty with Bud Wallace. 

3. One of the gerbils escaped while Bud and Laurie were getting fresh water and food. When they 
caught the gerbil they knocked down a picture of Hilda, the Tukernuck chicken mascot. What did 
they find in the frame? 
The found a piece of wood shaped in the letter “D” and a rolled up note. 

4. The rolled up note contained a poem about a cat. What did Bud and Laurie think about that?  
There were no cats that could still be alive after 80 years so Bud googled the first line of the poem. 
They figured this was a clue and that Keats had something to do with the challenge. 

5. What did Bud and Laurie find out about the bust of Homer in the Engish Hall? 
Miss Lucille told them that the bust was actually a poor likeness of Miss Reynolds cat, Homer. 

6. What letter did Laurie see behind the bust of Homer in the English Hall? 
She saw the letter “A”. 

7. What was the “A” similar to? 
It was the same font as the letter “D” they found in the picture frame. 

8. What was another clue that was on the bust of Homer?  
There were musical notes on the bottom of the bust. Since Homer had nothing to do with music, the 
kids were sure it was another clue. 

9. Bud was humming the notes from Homer at lunch. When one of Laurie’s friends heard the tune, 
what did she say it was? 
She said Bud was humming the song from the bell tower. 

10. What did Laurie’s mom think might help save Tuckernuck School? 
She thought they could get it designated a historic building. 

11. Reginald, the janitor, was the only person with a key to the bell tower. How did Laurie and Bud get 
the tower door unlocked? 
Just as Reginald was going to the bell tower, Laurie bumped into a friend with a juice bottle, spilling 
it all over the hall. When Reginald let go of the door to clean it up, Bud quickly put a piece of duct 
tape over the lock. 

12. What was the clue in the bell tower? 
The clue was a quote from Shakespeare inscribed on the bell. There was also the letter “H” on the 
bell. 

13. What did Bud and Laurie find out when they googled Shakespeare’s quote? 
The quote was from Ferdinand Magellan, the first man to circle the globe. 

14. Laurie and Bud found an antique globe in the library but the stand was new. The old stand was still 
around. There was a Latin phrase on the stand. What did it mean? 
“Time brings truth to light>” 

15. What happened at the School Board meeting? 
They voted to close Tuckernuck school. 
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16. Bud and Laurie figured the next clue was about a clock. Where was there an antique clock in the 
school?  
The clock was in Principal Winkle’s office. 

17. How did Laurie and Bud get the principal out of his office? 
They let the gerbils, Ponch and Jon, loose in the office. 

18. What was in the envelope Laurie and Bud found in the clock in Principal Winkle’s office? 
The found the letter “L” and directions to the treasure. 

19. Where did the final clue lead Laurie and Bud? 
They came right back to the front hall near the painting of the chicken mascot, Hilda. 

20.  What was behind the painting of Hilda? 
A letter from Mrs. Tuttweiler, the founder of the school, the spirit stick, and a list of famous artists 
who contributed to the school. The painting of Hilda was by Pablo Picasso. 

21. What did the letter from Mrs. Tuttweiler say? 
She congratulated then on finding the treasure and told them they could change the mascot from 
Cluckers. She told them to create a new treasure hunt for future generations. 

22. Who was Caliope Judkins spying on Bud and Laurie for? 
She was spying for Walker LaFranco, the school board president, who wanted to sell the building. 

23. What did Laurie bet her brother, Jack, that she would find the treasure? 
Jack had to do Laurie’s laundry. 


